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Making Educational Dreams a Reality

feel fortunate to have had a good education
that has given me a long and successful career as an 
editor and writer. Knowing that many in this country 
are disadvantaged with little or no access to education, 
I feel obligated to help raise up those who need it most. 

I created a scholarship for 
journalism and history because 
Fredonia’s history department 
inspired me, teaching me 
that a background in history 
is essential for an informed 
life. Creating an ongoing 
scholarship is my way of 
providing for the generations 

that come after me. I joined the Dallas K. Beal Legacy 
Society so I could grow my fund through estate planning. 
I also designated the Fredonia College Foundation as a 
beneficiary of one of my retirement accounts, which 
is earmarked for the Lea Galanter History Matters 
Scholarship Fund.”

ames Sliwa (Mathematics, Computer Science
minor, ’81) and his wife Cindy have long been annual 
donors to Fredonia, directing their gifts to the swim 
team. A member of the swim team from ’77-’81 and one 
of the two team captains during his senior season, Jim 
fondly states, “I developed 
many great friendships 
at Fredonia and want to 
provide annual support 
for others to experience 
the same.”

As Jim and Cindy were 
setting up their will they decided their estate should 
be used to support various organizations that would 
best utilize their assets. They selected Fredonia and 
Triangle Beagle Rescue along with two other charities to 
support through their estate plan. “We chose Fredonia to 
support education in the area of computer science and 
mathematics,” Jim says. “Cindy and I both worked in the 
computer industry and wanted to help provide education 
for others in the future. We wanted to do more than just 
our annual giving, and felt the Legacy Society was the 
perfect choice.”

Lea Galanter, ’76 Jim Sliwa, ’81I J“



 

2

A Little Goes a Long Way  
Support Your Passions With Less

imes of downturn can have a profound effect on how we 
think about the future for ourselves and our loved ones. It can

be difficult to consider charitable gifts when you aren’t sure what your financial 
future looks like.

We understand your passion for Fredonia runs deep, and we want you to 
know that you can make a difference without giving up peace of mind. How?
 Consider percentage giving. By leaving a portion of your estate to us, you 
ensure the future for Fredonia students but aren’t obligated to give up any 
assets now. Percentage giving is simple and flexible, allowing you to provide 
for loved ones and your favorite nonprofit organizations.

Smart Ways to Give 

Your Will

• Specify a percentage of your total estate is left to the Fredonia College Foundation.

• Leave a remainder percentage of your estate to us. This is the amount left 
over after all other claims and considerations are settled.

Your Retirement Plan

• Use part or all of your retirement plan assets to provide for future students. 

• Name the foundation as primary or contingent beneficiary.

Your Life Insurance Policy

• Designate a percentage of your life insurance policy be transferred to the 
foundation after your lifetime.

• Name us as primary or contingent beneficiary. 

Every Gift Counts

No matter the size  

of your gift, whether 

1% or 100%, you  

can make a difference 

for future generations 

of Fredonia students. 

Please contact a  

team member at  

the Fredonia College 

Foundation at  

(716) 673-3321 to  

learn more.

T

Information contained herein was accurate at the time of printing. The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor.  
Figures cited in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law may further impact your individual results.
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Gifts That Keep on Giving
Leave a Legacy With Meaning

hen we talk about estate planning and leaving a
legacy, we usually focus solely on final arrangements

and finances. But those don’t tell your whole story. Reflect  
on the values you want to pass down to future generations,  
and how you might answer these questions for your family  
and friends.

Meaningful Memories: What are things you want your loved 
ones to know? How would you like to pass on this information? 
• Audio/video recordings and messages preserve the oral tradition 

of storytelling. 
• Handwritten letters, journals and photo captions make your 

records feel more personal. Your loved ones will treasure your 
voice and handwriting. 

• Create a file where you can collect the personal materials 
you’d like to share, along with the necessary legal and 
financial documents.

Charitable Giving: What are the issues that matter to you? 
How can you extend your support beyond your lifetime? 

• Percentages in your will or beneficiary designations  
keep charitable giving as a proportion of your estate,  
so you can support your loved ones and organizations  
like Fredonia. 

• Your donor advised fund can provide current and future 
giving options, so you can decide what you would like  
to give now versus later.

W
It stopped Julia in her tracks when she couldn’t find 
her mom’s recipe for sponge candy. With her mother 
now in the final stages of dementia, Julia won’t ever 
know how to make one of her family’s favorite treats. 

The CARES Act and Required Minimum Distributions (RMD)
The CARES Act temporarily suspends the requirements for IRA required minimum distributions. Remember, if you 
are 701/2 or older, there's still time to make a charitable gift to Fredonia from your IRA or maybe this is the time to 
consider naming the Fredonia College Foundation as a beneficiary. For more information, please see our website at 
plannedgiving.fredonia.edu/cares-act.

Ray’s parents have been gone for many years, but it 
wasn’t until recently that he returned to Chautauqua 
County where he was born. Ray realized he didn’t know 
how his parents had met on the Fredonia campus.



272 Central Avenue
State University of New York at Fredonia

Fredonia, New York 14063
Phone: (716) 673-3321

Visit us at plannedgiving.fredonia.edu
Email: June Miller-Spann at  

spannjm@fredonia.edu

Contact someone from our team at (716) 673-3321  
and we can help you begin developing your legacy blueprint.

Betty
Gossett

June 
Miller-
Spann

Tim  
Murphy

Jenn 
Michalek

Spencer 
Morgan, 
CFRE

Learn how you can support educational opportunities  
for future generations of students at Fredonia.

A warm invitation to join 

Fredonia alumni and 

friends in supporting 

the Nurturing Innovation 

Campaign: All you 

have to do is identify 

the Fredonia College 

Foundation in your 

estate plan to become 

a Dallas K. Beal Legacy 

Society member. 

Don’t delay! 

The campaign ends 

December 31, 2020.

Giving Back With 
STEM Scholarship

ohn P., ’86, and Maria Gorsky
of Cave Creek, Arizona, are two

of Fredonia’s newest members of the 
Dallas K. Beal Legacy Society. Through 

their planned giving by joining the Beal Legacy 
Society, John and Maria will establish a new 
scholarship at Fredonia: The Mohawk Valley 
STEM Opportunity Scholarship.

When realized, the scholarship will provide 
financial support to Fredonia students pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree with 
a declared major in a Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics (STEM) 
program. To qualify, the students will have graduated from a high school in the 
Mohawk Valley Region of New York State — where John grew up before attending 
Fredonia as a Computer and Information Science major.

“The education I received and the entire Fredonia experience were essential 
preparation for an interesting, challenging and rewarding career,” John says. “Maria 
and I are very pleased to have the opportunity to help others from the Mohawk 
Valley region have a similar opportunity in the future!”

J


