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Coming Full Circle
t’s funny how life works, how a

serendipitous choice to come to SUNY
Fredonia in 1970 fueled my lifelong

connection to music and desire to give back to the
school nearly 50 years later. I chose Fredonia for three
excellent reasons in my teenage mind: the college had a
very good women’s tennis team, it was in my National
Ski Patrol area in Western New York and SUNY’s
in-state tuition would make it possible to afford a
junior year abroad in Austria. A fourth reason quickly
surfaced: the lure of the School of Music.

Midway through my first semester, I switched from
an English major to music and I was accepted into
the piano studio of Claudette Sorel. She was a former
child prodigy turned star pianist, the first woman to
be named a Distinguished University Professor in the
SUNY system and a great teacher. I was nowhere near
her best student, and when she discovered three years
later that I was on Fredonia’s varsity women’s tennis
team, she asked why I wasn’t majoring in tennis!

But I loved being at Mason Hall, surrounded by
music and musicians. After graduation and a brief,
lonely stint teaching elementary school music,
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A Simple Form, A Lasting LegacyA beneficiary doesn’t have to be a person — it
can be an organization whose mission you want

to continue long after your lifetime. When you name the
Fredonia College Foundation as a beneficiary of your
retirement plan assets, life insurance policy or donor advised
fund, you can make a big impact on our future. You can do it
simply by filling out a form.

You can name the Fredonia College Foundation as
beneficiary of many different types of accounts, including:

• Retirement plan assets. When left to loved ones, these
assets are subject to income tax. When left to the Fredonia
College Foundation however, they pass tax-free, allowing us
to put 100 percent of your gift to work supporting
our mission.

• Life insurance policy. Perhaps your children are now grown
and you have a life insurance policy you no longer need.
Consider naming the Foundation as beneficiary. This gift
allows you to make a substantial donation at a relatively
low cost.

• Donor advised funds. If you have a donor advised fund,
you can recommend grants to the Fredonia College
Foundation during your lifetime and name us as the
beneficiary to receive the balance of your account after
your lifetime.

1. Contact your administrator to
request a change-of-beneficiary
form, or download a copy from
their website.

2. Fill out the form listing the
Fredonia College Foundation and
the amount or percentage you’d
like us to receive.

3. Return the form to your
administrator (be sure to keep a
copy for yourself as well).

4. Let us know about your gift! It
would be our honor to thank
you and welcome you into the
Dallas K. Beal Legacy Society.

4 Steps to the
Gift of a Lifetime

Tip: Beneficiary designations can be updated at any time to meet your changing needs. Make
sure you review your beneficiaries regularly to ensure gifts go where you want them to.



Y our will is one of the most important documents you can own. It
dictates how your assets and possessions will be divided after your

lifetime. It ensures your loved ones are financially protected should
something happen to you. It provides peace of mind for your family.

A will also is the first step in creating your legacy.

Use Your Will to Give
In addition to caring for loved ones, you can also use your will to extend
your support for the Fredonia College Foundation. This gift is simple to
make — all it takes is one sentence. You can also update your wishes as life
changes to ensure your will meets your needs. Plus, a gift in your will doesn’t
require you to part with assets today, but it allows you to make a big impact
on our work in support of students, programs and the campus.

To make this gift:
1. Contact a member of the Fredonia College Foundation planned

giving team.
2. Make an appointment with your estate planning attorney to create your

will. If you already have a will, your attorney can draft a codicil to add
your gift to the existing document.

3. Notify us of your intention. It would be our honor to thank you
and welcome you into the Dallas K. Beal Legacy Society. Plus, your
generosity may even inspire others to follow in your footsteps. (Wishes
of anonymity will be honored, of course).

Create Your Legacy
When you include the Fredonia College Foundation in your will, you
create a legacy of giving and ensure we can continue our work well into
the future. Contact a team member of the Fredonia College Foundation at
(716) 673-3321 to get started.

© Fredonia College Foundation and The Stelter Company printed on recycled paper

32

Make Fredonia a Part
of Your Legacy

Planned gifts play a
critical role in the future
success of Fredonia. We

are forever grateful for this
commitment and honor
those who remember

Fredonia in this way with
special recognition as

a member of the Dallas
K. Beal Legacy Society.

Knowledge of your
intentions allows the

college to plan for the
future. Membership does

not depend on size of
gift, gift intention or age.

Simply identify the Fredonia
College Foundation in
your estate plan so we

can realize a strong future.
Thank you for your support!



FREDONIA COLLEGE
FOUNDATION

272 Central Avenue
State University of New York at Fredonia

Fredonia, New York 14063
Phone: (716) 673-3321

Visit us at plannedgiving.fredonia.edu
Email: June Miller-Spann at

spannjm@fredonia.edu

Contact someone from our team at (716) 673-3321
and we can help you begin developing your legacy blueprint.

Betty
Gossett

June
Miller-
Spann

Tim
Murphy

Jenn
Michalek

Spencer
Morgan

Learn how you can support educational opportunities
for future generations of students at Fredonia.

I stumbled into arts administration and an incredibly
fulfilling career in New York City promoting musicians
and classical music.

More serendipity: 14 years ago my friend Judy Cope
called for advice about her new job running the Sorel
Charitable Organization. I had no idea Claudette Sorel
had started a foundation before her death in 1999 to create
opportunities for women in classical music and to bring
more women composers and conductors into the concert
hall. Judy had no idea I was a student of Miss Sorel, as all
of us at Fredonia called her, and she invited me to join the
Sorel Advisory Board.

We have had a lot of fun working together through the
years, including honoring Claudette Sorel’s memory at
Fredonia and celebrating the Sorel gift of a new Steinway
concert grand and a Claudette Sorel Memorial Piano
Scholarship. In addition, the Sorel Organization has
continued to extend their generous support to Fredonia
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Music faculty by providing grants for individuals
and programs such as the annual Claudette Sorel
Piano Competition.

I never made millions working in the arts, but I am so
much richer for attending Fredonia and creating a life in
music. Whenever Fredonia called to ask for contributions,
I joked I would give a lot more when I won the lottery.
Making this planned gift now through the Dallas K. Beal
Legacy Society is the next best way.

Fredonia Women's VarsityTennisTeam, Fall 1970 (undefeated)
Row 1: Perla Hewes, Wende Persons, Rosie Jeannette
Row 2: Pat Kubelle, Gail Seefeldt, Dodie Hovey, Jan Little and
Joyce Hammond, coach
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By Wende Persons, ’74


